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Creation
Good Life
When all was right and perfect 

in the world/When everything 

in life felt as if it was as good as 

God meant it to be

Times in our lives when all felt 

good and right

MINI-STORIES

Riding in the car to my grand-

parents every summer with my 

family

Getting that longed-for, shiny, 

new bike

Fall
Aching Loss
The tragic intrusion of sin and 

death 

I was awakened to the night-

mare of a broken world infect-

ing every aspect of our lives. 

  

MINI-STORIES

After the divorce of my par-

ents, the eagerly anticipated 

summer trips only served as 

reminders of the great ache 

in my soul for what had once 

been.

Being taunted with the news 

that my new bike was really 

an older sibling’s hand-me-

down

Redemption
Restoring Love 
God’s astonishing promise 

that he will redeem all things 

through Jesus Christ. Resurrec-

tion life in Jesus is a life of the 

“now, but not yet.” 

Sadness for the loss of what 

should have been, yet hope for 

what will be

MINI-STORIES

I still experience sadness for the 

loss of what I would have had.  

But redemption in mine and 

my father’s story is seen in his 

recovery from alcoholism and 

him actively pursuing me. 

Experiencing an entirely differ-

ent life with Jesus in a com-

munity that shares and gives 

freely! My family continues to 

use favoritism and gift-giving in 

harmful ways, but others in my 

community model a hope for 

redemption when I’m unable to 

envision it.

Restoration 

Full and Complete Life 
The magnificent fulfillment of 
God’s plan to gather, cherish, 

and live with his people, fully 

healed and deeply loving each 

other in unbroken community 

forever

A growing and compelling 

vision for what will be one day 

when Christ makes all things 

new

MINI-STORIES

I will be healed of the pain of 

my mother leaving. In that new 

heaven and earth I envision 

restored family relationships 

and our home. This vision for 

the future fills me with hope to 
courageously love my broken 

family now.

Delighting and basking in Je-

sus’ love completely, and know-

ing that the trick, taunt, and 

disappointments of life will one 

day have no hold over me

s t o r y

We are indebted to Elizabeth Turnage at Living Story for her brilliant work connecting the story of scripture to our stories of God’s grace.


