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Finding Your Place in God’s Cosmic Story
by Shari Thomas

Why Use This Tool?
•	
�     To	
�    develop	
�    a	
�    framework	
�    for	
�    a	
�    biblical	
�    worldview

•	
�     To	
�    answer	
�    the	
�    questions,	
�    How	
�    did	
�    it	
�    all	
�    start?	
�    What	
�    went	
�    wrong?	
�    How	
�    is	
�    going	
�    to	
�    get	
�    fixed?	
�    How	
�    will	
�    it	
�    end?

•	
�     To	
�    identify	
�    how	
�    your	
�    life	
�    story	
�    reflects	
�    God’s	
�    cosmic	
�    story

The overarching story conveyed in the Bible is one of grace. Often we refer to the Bible in the categories of: Cre-
ation, Fall, Redemption, and Restoration. 

Creation in all its glory can be characterized as a time of peace, or life as it was meant to be. The world 
was perfect. The most beautiful day we have ever seen gives us merely a glimpse of what nature was created to 
be. I often wonder, did the trees walk, did they talk? When they shed their leaves in the Garden, did they burst into 
a show of flaming colors combined with song in their native tongue? Surely our greatest imaginings do not come 

close to guessing the glorious possibilities of an unspoiled creation. We know that the world we live in today—
and all that we see around us—is nothing compared to what it was created to be. And what of us humans? What 
were we  like when we were without sin? We who were designed with dignity and in the image of God himself 
often have little idea what immortal beings of glory we were meant to be, and can be.... and one day will be! I 
am convinced that when we look at God’s story and our own stories we begin to get a glorious view of what he is 
calling us to be now, and where and how we can join him in bringing in his Kingdom.

When sin entered because of the Fall, this shalom—everything in perfect wholeness—was shattered. The 
beauty of nature was marred and broken. Since then, life has not functioned as it was meant to. Even when I climb 
the snow-peaked ridges of the Olympic Pennisula and gasp at the beauty, it’s only a small picture of how great it 
once was. Humans, while still bearing God’s image and created with dignity, are not now what we were meant to 
be. When I watch a volleyball game and see a girl in perfect form spike the ball exactly where she wants, I wonder 
how high she would be able to jump if she was not affected by the Fall? Can you even imagine or guess at what it 
could have been? Often, when I snuggle up to one of my children and touch their soft, sweet necks, I marvel at the 
smoothness of their skin. And yet I know that what I see is nothing close to what they, in physical form (let alone 
emotional or spiritual) were meant to be. At its best, the human race is in a state of decay. If you don’t believe me, 
go look in the mirror. Even when we shine as our very best selves—in times of great personal accomplishment 
and moments of redeeming sacrificial love —we still show signs of decay. We live and move in the Fall.

But what about redemption? In the Garden, even when the curse was spoken over mankind, God 
sowed the seeds of redemption. Almost hidden, yet right there in Genesis 3:15, we find the first reference to the 

offspring of woman—Jesus—who will crush Satan’s head. A Redeemer is coming who will right all wrongs, who 
will save us, restore us, heal us. We experience bits and glimpses of this now. We can already see in some aspects 
of our stories where Christ has come and begun to make all things new. It’s here already, but not yet complete as 
it will one day be. We all have stories where we’ve been rescued by Christ. Sometimes we can see them clearly; 
at other times we feel as if we are gazing into a muddy lake, unable to see anything. But it’s there. Even when we 
don’t see it fully, or clearly, we know that one day all things will be restored.

Another name for the story of grace is the progress of redemption. We see that the purpose of the Bible is to show 
that history moves progressively toward a goal, toward completion, toward the day when all things will be made 
new. This is what we often forget and yet what all of scripture points to—the restoration—when Christ 
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will return and restore all things to their rightful place—to wholeness and complete perfection. So even though 
redemption comes now, it comes only partially. One day it will come fully and completely.

While this larger arc and story is evident in history as a whole, we also see the many small stories of the Bible 
that form the larger story. Each Bible story contains signposts for redemption. And as we study them, we find they 

contain (in smaller versions) mirrors of creation, fall, redemption, and the signs of what will one day be restora-
tion. The stories of Esther, Moses, Samson, Rahab, David, and Elijah all contain images of smaller redemptions 
while at the same time pointing to the Redemption, when our Redeemer will come and bring redemption to the 
entire world and to each and all our stories (restoration). Their stories point to this Redeemer and are a chapter in 
the greater story of redemption.

While our stories may not get written down in history books or mentioned in the news, they also reflect what we 

see in scripture: Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Restoration. And just like the heroes of old, Noah and Lydia, 
Deborah and Paul, we each play a role on the various stages of our lives in this grand play of redemption. Yet, 
unlike a theatrical production, our roles are not tediously scripted for us. Oh yes, we have a sovereign God, but 
he invites us to join him in this great story of redemption. Come into the play; enter into the drama of the his-
tory of the world, and join him in bringing redemption! What is your part? What has your story been up to this 
point? Where do you see him bringing redemption in your life and where is he inviting you to join him in bringing 
redemption to others?

It is helpful to think of your life in the categories mentioned on “The Progress of Redemption” chart on page 28. 

Creation in your story is not just when you were conceived or born; think metaphorically. Just as life in the 
garden was without brokenness, do you remember a time in your life characterized by shalom or peace? 

Fall: When did you first become aware of peace being shattered? How did you then seek to restore peace on your 

own? (This will give you a hint of where you tend toward idolatries.) 

Have you experienced Redemption? Have you come to see where Christ comes in and saves, not just eternally, 
but in the here and now? How is peace partially restored in the here and now in your life? 

Consummation: What do you envision your life will look like when peace is one day fully restored?

Try looking at the smaller stories of your life in the same structure of these four categories: Creation, Fall, Re-
demption, Restoration.

Here are some examples:

Adam and Eve

They are the only two people in history who have known creation and life in complete perfection. Their first 

encounter with the Fall, their fall, was more brutal than we can imagine, as they immediately felt and knew that 
life was now terribly broken. The first recorded realization of shame flowed from the burning knowledge of being 

seen, or known, with all their sin. And the first recorded reaction to shame was hiding. Their response to shat-
tered peace was also to shift blame. Hint: Look for how we do the same in our stories. The curse, while a result 
of the Fall, also brought a sign of redemption in seed form for them and for future humanity. The curse not only 
hindered Adam and Eve from getting everything they desired, it protected them from getting everything they 
desired—just as it protects us from getting everything we desire. If, with a fallen nature, we could get all we long 

[  T  O  O  L  S  ]

s t o r y



Copyright © 2011 Parakaleo 21

for by our own efforts, we would completely devour and destroy ourselves along with everyone and everything 
in our path. So while the curse is a curse, it is also a kindness of God that already brings partial redemption (as a 
way to keep us from devouring ourselves). The curse also promises future redemption (through Christ, born of a 
woman) and ultimately complete redemption (consummation, which will restore all things).

Esther

We don’t have any record of Esther knowing life the way God originally designed it to be (shalom). We enter 
her story at the cusp of destruction for her and her entire nation. She is already an orphan, so we don’t know if 
she ever knew her parents. She is living in captivity. She has had plenty of experience with life not being how it 
should have been. Her ascent to the throne could have been her attempt to save herself and opt for a life better 
than the one slavery offered her. We could so easily justify Esther’s actions. Her longings for a better life are ones 
we all share. Yet Mordecai, her cousin and guardian, confronts her. Esther’s repentance from seeking to save only 
herself is clearly portrayed when she risks her life to save her nation. In her story, we see her beautifully waiting 
on her God to bring redemption, which comes not only for her, but for her nation through her. Not only do they 
find rescue, but Esther becomes a prototype of the great Rescuer who would one day come. Redemption, clearly 

seen in Esther’s story for herself and others, also points to that future day when salvation will come for many 
through one.

Cindy

She has early memories of a cohesive family unit with two parents and two siblings. But after her parents di-
vorced, she longed to keep her world from further falling apart. She found that making her mother happy was the 
best way to achieve this. By the age of nine, she was keeping the home clean, the family fed, and covering for her 
father’s multiple affairs. It wasn’t until after she became a Christian that she realized Christ had become merely 
one more person she worked very hard to please. She began to understand her story and recognize her legitimate 
longings to be loved as well as her valid fear of betrayal and abandonment. Cindy began to grieve over how she 
had been sinned against and how she, in turn, used kindness and favors to manipulate others into not abandoning 
or betraying her. She began to repent of this twisted form of kindness. Redemption is coming into her story as 
God is using her redeemed gift of kindness to draw many to her. What used to be only a strategy to keep Cindy’s 
life free of conflict has become a passion to use her gentle ways and soft words—filled with truth—to set others 

free. She occasionally catches glimpses of that future day and what a completed Cindy will look like as she rests 
completely in the one who will never abandon her.

Grace Hill Church (Curt and Charlotte Church Planter) 
Curt and Charlotte’s first year and a half at Grace Hill was characterized by unity of vision, selfless sacrifice, 

and very little conflict. Gossip was almost non-existent among the body. But when they enrolled their son in the 

neighborhood public school, the church body began to unravel. Because Curt and Charolotte were homeschooling 
when they planted Grace Hill, many assumed that they would make homeschooling a hallmark of the church. Curt 
and Charolotte were unprepared for the biting and devouring that ensued as families drew battle lines on school 
choice. Within two weeks, six families left the church, unwilling even to speak to Curt about their concerns. They 
were tempted to say “Good riddance!” But God had been showing them both how often they too placed their 
own choices, ideologies, and reputations as their primary source of identity and worth. They longed for change in 
themselves, their church, and those who left. Instead of succumbing to the reflex of pleasing people at any cost, 

they refrained from removing their son from the school. As Charlotte reflected on this, she was amazed to see how 

much God was changing her heart.The painful hemorrhaging of their church body plunged both of them deeper 
into the implications of the gospel and their identity individually and corporately. They are sad; but they are also 
excited to see how God will knit diverse people together in love when men and women from every tribe, nation, 
and schooling choice will worship in Spirit and truth.
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