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...so we cared for you. Because we loved you so 

much, we were delighted to share with you not only 

the gospel of God but our lives as well. 

1 Thessalonians 2:8 



Shari Thomas

founder & executive director

In the fall of 2005, hidden away in her Ohio basement, Tami Resch and I sat before a large blank 

whiteboard. Between us, we had a recently-completed research project detailing the stark need 

among church planting women, a vision for change, a handful of dry erase markers, and the 

power of the gospel. 

From two women in a basement, Parakaleo has grown to touch the lives of thousands of women 

in 11 countries. 

We’ve witnessed the transforming power of Christ in the lives of women scattered across four 

continents. We’ve heard church planting couples describe the change in their marriages and 

subsequent developments in their churches after being impacted by Parakaleo. Our staff has 

invested deeply in the lives of leaders. We’ve cheered from the sidelines as these women grow 

far beyond us, developing similar models for their contexts. I wish you could hear our laughter 

over cultural misunderstandings, see the tears of joy and relief when women discover they are 

not alone, and taste the richness of shared feasts and life stories. 

I hope you are encouraged by this report. God invites ordinary people like you and me to be part 

of something so much bigger than our tiny selves. We belong to a heavenly Father who really 

delights in us. Still, we are more messed up than most people think women in ministry ought to 

be. The Holy One isn’t one bit surprised. The story isn’t about us, but about God. So, come join 

the party!    



ORGANIZATION 
OVERVIEW 

Equipping and supporting women 

in church planting by coming 

alongside with the gospel and our 

lives.

OUR MISSION

OUR VISION

To see every woman in church 

planting trained, supported, and 

valued.

In 2017, we seamlessly transitioned our finances from 

Mission to North America to Parakaleo. In addition, we met 

our matching grant goals and ended our year in the black! 

Our total revenues were $608,331 and expenses were 

$488,106. We look forward to providing you with a 

breakdown of revenue and expenses upon the completion of 

the 2018 calendar year. 

GLOBAL 

Workshops 

Intensive Training Retreats 

Implementing Training Intensive Cohorts 

Coaching 

Online Courses 

Virtual Groups 

Local Groups 

PARAKALEO LEADER SPECIFIC 

Assessment & Personalized Leadership Development Plan

Credentialing 

Ongoing Community of Coaching and Care 

Continuing Education Cohorts 

Train the Trainer Intensive 

Trainer Apprenticeships    

PROGRAMS OFFERED



2017-18 

NETWORK 

PARTICIPANTS

BASIC TRAINING 

LANGUAGE 

TRANSLATIONS 

PROGRAMS 

Represents 10 Women

WOMEN  

TRAINED 

TO DATE AT  

PARAKALEO 

TRAINING 

INTENSIVES

hello

hola

你好



PARAKALEO 

LEADERSHIP 

COMMUNITY

Our trained leaders come alongside church 

planter spouses as Parakaleo coaches, group 

leaders, network leaders, trainers, and cohort 

leaders. As these leaders serve in various 

capacities, we, in turn, provide them with 

ongoing training, care, and community.  
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“I’ve never felt healthier and this is due in large part to Parakaleo. I would have 

burned out otherwise. It’s so important to see people who have the same ministry 

struggles you have—and this is different from people in the church who are not in 

ministry. Parakaleo has helped me really apply the gospel to my life.” 

Church Planting Spouse 



LOOKING 

FORWARD 

TO 2018 

Now that we have a relationally-rich gospel organization that 

has proven adaptable across cultures and languages, our goal 

for 2018 is to focus on establishing systems that allow 

Parakaleo to continue to grow organically.  

1. OUR LEADERS  

These women are critical to the mission of supporting, 

training and valuing women in church planting. It all starts 

with them! We will invest in them by expanding our global 

leadership community. This allows for ongoing connection, 

coaching, and development of skill sets that contribute to 

Parakaleo and our future leaders. 

2. OUR PROGRAMS 

We will expand Parakaleo’s training and cohorts by 

developing online courses to make it easier for women in 

church planting to access what we offer. We will also 

increase our virtual group options to better serve those who 

do not have a local group in their area.  



3. OUR PARTNERS 

We will develop a clear pathway for church planting organizations to know how to 

access or partner with us to bring Parakaleo to women in their network. 

4. OUR PATRONS 

We will invite three new patrons to invest in this vision by committing to give 

between $25,000 and $100,000 yearly for three years. We will invite churches to 

create line items in their budget for the ongoing training of their pastors’ wives. We 

will invite churches and advocates to participate financially in developing a local 

Parakaleo network.   

Please pray that we will continue to fight the good fight and not grow weary in 

doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 

Galatians 6:9 and I Timothy 6:12 



Thank you for 

considering partnering 

with us to equip and 

support women in church

planting by coming 

alongside with the gospel 

and our lives.


